[Percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy in patients with swallowing difficulties--home care and long-term result].
We studied the possibility of home care of patients who are unable to swallow. Postsurgical complications during the short term (within a week), medium term (within a month) and long term (more than a month) were recorded along with survival time. We also retrospectively studied the number of patients who were discharged after percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy from November 1989 to March 1995. The percentage of patients with short-term postsurgical complications was 12.1%. Vomiting was the most frequent complication during the medium term and the long term. The weekly rate of complication development (total complications number/total survival time) was highest in the short term and decreased year by year. It was lower in those who were discharged from the hospital than in those who were not discharged. The average survival time was 460.2 days (544.7 days: home care group, 419.0 days: hospital group). The one-year survival rate was 58%, and the two-year survival rate was 36%. One third (32.8%) of patients were cared for at home after gastrostomy (average duration of care at home: 338.5 days) and the average duration of care at home as a percentage of survival time was 58.8%. We conclude that Percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy can improve the quality of life of patients who are unable to swallow, and may allow them to be cared for at home.